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The Scenario Writer
and tl'\e Copyrlght Law

.Bnins Are a Better Protection Than Law—Some
Angles Which thée Beginner Fails
to Comprehend

BY HARRY O, HOYT

Mend of the Metrn Seetinrio Siafl,

3 O‘-‘I': of the most frequent na wall as one
of tha most smbarrassing altuntions
| that the editorial departments of the large
film manufaciurers encounter coman from n
L mmall minority of moenario writers who
ars susplolous of every one In genaral and
peanario editoras In partlenlar, and who
balleve that at thes first opportunity one
of thelr brain children will be stolen. The
reputation of nomae theatrical producers for
stealing ideas hins been passed along to the
motion ploturh industry, and, were it not
for the fact that so many honsst and
Intelligent people have dominnted this new
art, the proportlon of wsusplelous nuthors
" would be Infinitely larger than it is It
" s Indesd s cradit to the whole industry
that the mconarlo end hins been kept on

Kuch n clean and high plane,

When it Is taken Into conslderation that

where one person wriles for the stage, ten
_thousand write for tha soreen, it in quite
L remarkable that with the Increass In
Yolume of manusoripts more mistnkes have
ot been made and more grounds glven for
Justifiabla complaint,

Hore and there, it Is doubtless trus,
L scennrio editors hava not bean worthy trus-
" tees of the property of othera submitted
for purchune. Hut thess man are ho fow,
and the firma thoy represent mso untrust-
worthy, that the average writer han little
diMeulty in discovering who they are and
whom to dspend upen among the reliable
concerns for salea,

Writers who have had unfortunate ex-
perlences seck to protect themselves under
the copyright law. At the presant tima,
however, they ara unable to do no.  A»
o mater of faot It I reslly unnecaes.
sary for mny writer to copyright hisa manu-
#geript, asa he can always fall back upon his
rights under tho common law, the right
of propristary ownership, and under this
right can recover damagen,

The present copyright law does nol pro-
teet the writer, As the copyright law
ptands, the scenarlo must be printed In
book form and copyrighted befors any In.
fringement of the author's rights allows
the writer redress for plagarismn of the
book.

Recoently Senator Penrose, of Poennayl-
vanin, han Introduced a bill (8. 8740) which
has been twice read and referred to the
Committes on the Librury, which will en-
able the author to secure protection on his
worlk, Whether such a law will be of any
real beneflt to the author I8 a very doubtful
Quention.

Personally, wa think (it will militate
agalnst the nuthor who chooses to copy-
right his work, unless all of them do so, A
certiln esprit de corps must exist between
the writer and the editor. There must bhe n
bond of confidence eatabllshed, or the author
will make but few snles,

If a manuscript comes In copyrighted
with notles to this effect printed boldly on
the front page, It may seem to pome edltors
to ba a reflection upon thelr Integrity and
honesty. For years they have been pur-
chasing seripta In a routine manner with
never n question arising and they cannot
understand why the author should sud-
denly become suspiclous of the editors’
buninesa methods,

If you deal with rellabla concerns you
don’t need to copyright your soripts, If you
deal with unrellable concerna and yoyr {dea
ia stolen and you can prove It ydlh have
the common law In back of you. Of course,
the copyright would glmplify the recovery,
as the law provides for damages resulting
from Infringement of the copyright.

An lden may be unaceeptiabls, cerude and
virtually "worthless. In the same malil
may come n story from a well-known au-
thor that I8 well developed along almost
fdentical lines. If the editor mocepts the
story that s well turned and a ploture s
made of It and It Is shown at the cross-
roads town where the writer of the crude
effort lives, ha seta up & cry that his plot
was stolen,

It s very dlMeult, In fact almost Impos-
slble, to convince man muthor that any one
else could write anything similar to what
ho has written, As a matter of fact, editors
mre extremely careful to reject all manu-
seript which have a striking similarity.

If somabody puts out o story of & lost
fdentity, Immediately thera is & howl set
up from coast to comnst that their ldea has
been stolen, If a conviet cacapes from
prison In some unlqus moanner 16 to &0
scripta may come (n during the week using
the same Identical plecea of business,

One of these writers may have put to-
gether a good story, which ths editor is
forced to turn down, becauss, (f he anocepted
it, there would be neo chance to explain to
the other writers that their plot was not
taken,

The demand for new plots Ia the hest
protection any writer can have. He needs
no copyright law or common law on which
to stand. A Jaw which s fundameéntal
governs his case, the law of supply and
demand, thers being n constant and groat
demand for good original stories, with stars
and productions walting for the author to
supply a sultable vehicle,

An Interesting experiment was recently
tried by a club of photoplay dramatists
A certain object In the room was Wken
as the subject around which to construot
& photoplay, and all the members of the

downstalrs, where a coyclorama of unprece-
dented proportions has been orderad.

provided by two old rellables, Victor Her-

of the predicied company. Therv ls talk of
Bddle Fuy. Mumo‘mmu

club were raquested to turn In n synopsls

startling as wall as enlightening., Out of
11 wmeripts prementad at the subsaguent
meating, nine might have been by the same
person, they wers so nearly allke,

Tha bent ndvice to authors Is to deal with
rollable concerna.  You don't need to put
your money In eopyrights nor do you have
to put your scennrlos in hook form. If you
can write salable atorlea they will nell
without the United States Governmaer
standing Iin back “of you or without an
ngent handling your seripts.

A LITTLE GLIMPSE OF VACATION AND WORKTIME DOINGS OF PHOTOPLAYERS

at the following mesting. The resull wans,

WATCH YOUR STEP!

Of course, it's Mrs, Vernon
Castle alighting from her train
at Ithaca, where she has gone
with her pet monkey, Rastus,
and her pet German police
dog, Bismarck, to appear in
“Patrin” for the International
Film Service.

THE NEW SEASON
AND WHAT IT
WILL BRING

In the modern “morality” drama, "Ex-
perience,’” which will Inauguriate the new
season at the Adelphl Theater, Auwust 31,
one of the leading roles Is play. .. by o
Philadelphin glrl. The role s Fashilon,
and It Is portrayed by Misa Ellgubeth Fre-
wen, formerly of Germantown, who went on
the stage four years ngo with one of thn
Winter Garden successes, “The Passing
Show of 1012, when it played In this clty,
Miss Mrowen started at that time as a
show girl, but was goon ndvanced In the
Winter Garden production. Then an offer
cams to appear In London at the Hippo-
drome, and she spent six months in London,
until the outbreak of the war caused so
many theaters to ¢lose that she returned to
America.

Robert Jones, Introduced to American au-.
diences through the setting for “The Man
Who Married a Dumb Wife," and an usso-
cinte of Juseph Urban in the decorations
for "Caliban," will pasist Arthur Hopkina
In preducing the scenes from typleal Amer-
lcan plays of different periods from 1760
to the present time, which are to he feat
ures of the work of the Drama League af
America next year. Mr. Jones Is also do-
ing the scenery for Arthur Hopkin's specta-
clo, "The Happy Ending," to be produced
August 21,

The frst attraction at the Peoplo's
Theater, under its new regime as & house
on the Columbla burlesque wheal, will be
“Rose Sydell’'s Dig Show." The Cumber-
land Amusement Company is the lesses, the
officern being Ferdinand Block, president;
David Sattingky, vice president and secre-
tary, and Bamusl J, Dembow, treasurer,
The theater will be under the management
of Frank Abbott. It will reopen August 21,

Gall Kane has been enguged by John D,
Willlams to play the leading feminine role
with John Drew In "Pendennis.” Hhe has
bean playing In motlon pletures during the
last two ssasons.

N
J. Fred Elmmerman will pressent early in
Septembor a mnew play, “Fals First"

dramatized by Lee Wilson Dodd from the
novel of the same name by Francls P,
Elllott Willlam Courtenay has been en-
gaged for the leading role

Little or pothing is belng amnnounced
shout the program for the Century Theater,
the former New Theater of New York,
which will pass under the Dilllngham-2leg-
feld reglme In September. But great are
the preparations and lnevitable the occa-
plonal leaks Joseph Urban s already at
work transforming the place. and the New
York Times ta Inclined to think that some
$50,000 has been set asida fur his use In
making a wonder place of the roof. Also
he ls doing the decorutions for the revue

The music for the Century’s show will be

bért and Ieving Beriln. There will be no
shallow pretensa that any one In particular
has written the lbretta, The program will
aacribe It to “"Everyman'

And who will be there to sing and dance
and make merry? There are many rumors.
For instance & lttle bird whuss babitat is
the Rialto comes whispering with the news
that the new managers are negotiating for
the services of Melba.

Elsle Janls, Sam Bernard, Brice and
Eing. the geeat Mr. Tioney—Lhese are a foew
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H. S. PALMER
Movle cartoonist, at work on u ear-
to follow the Chamber of
Commerce’s scenic views of Phila-
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DESMOND AND DOGS
The star of ‘“The Payment,” an
Ince-Triangle film due at the Ar-
cadia next week, is a specialist so
far as terriers go,

FROM PREMIER
EXHIBITOR TO
PRODUCER

yeara Stanley V.
Mastbaum, managing director of the Stan-
. han established hia
standing as one of the most prominent Nim
the United States and
controlling factor as far as the photoplay
housea of Philadelphia are concerned,
50 of them coming under his direct
It will come as news,

eara and supervision.
but not news of a surprising nature to his
friends, that he has now branched out Into
the manufacturing and producing fleld. Re-
cently he has figured in the formation of
the Herbert Hrenon Film Corporation, and
at the recent meeting held for the Anal or-
ganlzntion ho was elected to the office of
and In this position he will
have & volea in the selection of plays and

scenarios and In engagements of all stars
nnd uthcr Boreen prrfunncrn far :m:

vice presldent,

wide L:\uwledxa nr wlml inr public dwlrm
in the play line, acquired IIumu:h his Stan:
loy Theatre experience,
an invaluable ald to his associntes
ure Herbert Brenon, who direcied the pro.
ductlon of the Annetta Kellermann pleture,
wA Dapughter of the Goda,"
reudy boen recognized as one of trn ot
handiers of blg flims
k. one of the bestknown ulld r|10:1t
of New York
ll‘llilt‘tb and film magnates
Mastbaum wis laconie and very much
!(1 llm polnt In um-\\ellhg tha :1|n ation s
how he came
the new corporation

and who has al-

houses which I have booked they have al-
ways been nssured of handsoma finanolinl
I bave the uimost confidence In his
plans mul pmbltions and his ability to carry
them out with proper and suMclent business
und Anancial backing
as ong of the direclors today

“Mr. Selanick has been mmy closs friend
ever mince 1 entersd
world, and 1 greatly admire his ¢ lear opinion
and his abllity to seise an opportunity and
I am more than proud to be asse-
clated with such men in &4 new anterprise,
which cannot help bul be sueceasful fGnan-
clally and & source ef keen, personal sitls-
faction as well"

It i announced that the list of the new
company's stars has already been stacted
off propitiously with
Madame Alla \anlm-aw. and
of world's rights to
medium for the dlwﬂy of her talents. Bver
e "War Brides” made such a hit on the
K.;uh clroult Nazlmova has been Lhe re-
ciplant of many offera from i
that she has Anally W
Brenon's offer is a distinct tribute to his
wbility as & director and his judgment s o
dlapenser of salaries.

Myr. Mastbaum says uul.la. My. Brenon o

I regard Mr. Brenon
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EARLY DAYS!
When Edith Storey, of the Vita-
graph-V., L, 8, E., swung the
lariat in wild western movies and
used “Billie" for a pet name.

HERE COMES A BIT
OF THE WELL-
KNOWN FOLLIES

After walting ror ssveral years for a
chance to appear In vaudeville, Leon Errol
has st last succedded In obtaining permis-
slon to play & short season in the (WO
day Leon Errol rose from virtual ob-
seurity te fame In o wonderfully short
peiknl, but opce be became a star he was
offered many chances to becoma n headliner
in vaudeville, which he, up until the present
time, was unpable to accspt Vaudeaville
has wanted Krrol, and he has wanted a
chance In vaudeville, snd buth have won
Mr, Errcl will pluy one of hisg few weeks at
H F, Keith's Theiater, beginning tomorrow

Only a few seasons ago Lson Errol was
producing burlesque shows and playing the
leading eomody roles In one himself His
work, however, waa %0 far advanced that
once New York saw him he becams a
hunted man, The mansgers of several bilg
producing companles were after him, offer-
ing ail sorts of inducements to the man
who hald Errcl's contract and, after severnl
months of walling, ¥. Hlegleld, Jr., waas
luaky encugh to close & deal for his serv-
lows

Since that time Leon Errel's name has
been among the most prominentl musical
comedy producels on ths American stuge.
Hach year his clover handiwork ls seen In
the preduction of “The Felllea,” and cach
year the musical opumbers and burlesgue
bhity staged by Leon Errol have., in a great
measure, helped “The Follles” to success
Many of the original travesty bils sesa in
“The Follles” were staged by Hivol and
have been “lifled™ fur otber productions.
both o this country and in Burope, sfter
they bad seen & ssascn's service with the
Zicgleld show.
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HOW THEY

Sometimes, as in the picture 1lnmcd|nteh' above, they git down by the
roadside to figure things out,
and direetor of “The Fall of a Nation," discussing details with his head
On the other hand, Mary Pickford

Here we have Thomns Dixen, author
cameraman, William C. Thompson.
and her directors can settle photoplay matters on their feet.
top of the page you will find Miss Pickford wearing the costume to be
seen next week at the Stanley in the Famous Players-Paramount film,
She stands in the midst of a movie-made
Duteh village with her director, J. B. O'Brien, on her right.

Ten-Day Limit Rule
Brings Delug’e of Votes

“Hulda From Holland.”

1 1ntaly,” says Mr. Kirkwood, “concerning the ,

Lively Interest in Photoplay Cast Contest—Watch
for Announcement of Standing

on Wednesday

Serxeant John A,

hth DI triet P
votes, which the Evenxmng Lepoer Im- ; f pe uth Rra
‘lilahl:lr {uul:ll. llI-lrIrl l'nlh-o

its Photoplay Cast

petitors and friends who had boon jealously
thelr EvENING
watchful-walting gama
dumped o shower of voles
Packnges of ns many as J000 voles alter-
nated with thin little envelopes containing
n single heading.

On Wednesdny the Evexinag Luparn will

II-.-. lunlpr' “nl:nrr
_'mpnlu ( Iuh ur hllm- Garden
Well Rnown Secial

Into the maolls

t.'-urn- 5. Winnemore,
rurnl;-elxhl || ll:lqtrlﬂ Pollee

Corrections or nddmonn uhuuld be ment
in immediately.

Entries for the contest will still he ne-
Candldates must be entored from a
. organigation or group—that
such bodles as business men's clubs,
labor unions, settlement.
house groups, primary schools, high schools,

g, showing their standing
voles recelved at
Levagn offtce befors T
wise contastants
thelr friends will
lmpressive n Vola as pos:
announcement of standing

The entry list at present |s as Tollows:

s ble for the Initial | mutle associations,

Nama, e
ru"nn. Hamilton Continued on Next Pago

.nsnnrt-' l nlan
\i

Evening Ledger Photoplay
Cast Contest

th EMistriet Pullee
ir‘;ﬁlllliu:h “uu:rn Milia
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\l!-- \lun. M. Beisel. .
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James Kirkwood Tells
D. W. Griffith “Kid=
napped” Him

AMES KIRKWOOD has sighed &

term oontract with the Amarican
Company, Ino, He leaves this week for
Ameriean studics In Banta Parbara, Osl
whers he will bagin the direction of & Mee
ries of featurs photoplays siarring N
Milea Minter.

o

the npeaking stage.
Kirkwood went on tha stage in his
youth, 18 years ago. He appearsd In
notabls productions, among tham ¥
IHenry Miller In "The Great Divide”; with
Hiancha Bates in "The Girl of the Goldan
Went," mnd for his Iast npn-nm -
Droadway, alx yeara ago, In "The
Polnt."” at the Hackett Thaatre.

Mr, Kirkwood was kidnappsd Into
plotures by David Wark CGriMth and H
Enltor when they were working at the |
Plograph studion In 14th atrect, New

'_-- Mr. Kirkwood recalled the |
thue other day,

“They ware making n stupendous ﬂr
reel fodturs,” remarked Mr. Kirkwood,
wan entltled “The Lonely Viia' The &
Ineluded Mary Plokford, Owen Moore, I
Milas nnd Arthur Johnsen. I happaned
the studio to see a friend working
when Salter apled me and insisted on
me in one of the scenes, He handed me &1
crowbar and sald:

“Here! Break into this room and """"H ,
the Imperiled hersine* e
“I broks through a flock of doors and |
carried the lUmp and languishing l‘om of . .
Muary Plckford to safety, with all of I
Aue gallantry of the motlon ploture m |
That was my Introduction to pletures l"
didn't sive much thought to the inec -
at the time, but It resulted In my :
called as a director with the BI L
Company. Shortly thereafter I was ocol=
ecorned with some of the first of the o=
ealled ‘Feature Pletures Done in A.merbl."f
Ar a director for the Blograph, Mr. “""i
wood put out the picture verslons of a nuUMm=
ber of the Klaw & Erlanger productions '
principal among them “Clansmates,” 8
which Blanche SBweet and Henry Whalthall
wers starred. !
Mr. Kirkwood directed 10 pleturss M
the Famous Players. featuring Mary
ford, and playing important roles in thn..
productions, among them “The Eagis's
Mate,” "Behind the Scenesa,” *Tha Dawn'l
of o ‘Tomorrow" and “Rags" He nlse
dirested *"The Cangetors of New York"™ =&
highly succensful feature production mndl
nt the Rellance Studlos and relcased by Ila
Mutunl Film Corporation. As a directos '
far the Hellance, Mr, Kirkwood in onn year
made two one-reel plctures n week, whicgh
Is something of a record in high preasure i
diraction,
Mr, Kirkwood, an a director, places greagl =
emphasis on the importance of the '
and ho expresses it ns his convietion thity ™ 4'['
while the public Is tired of stunts, It never ' "..

wlll tire of the motion pleture's Interpretas
tion of real human experlence.

He holds the motion pleture to be B
fundamental form of art expression, with
the future as definitely assured as !
futurs of seulpture, painting, music and ths
drama.

“Thers seams to be & wod deal of talle

ncarcity of motion pleture stories and '8 ﬁ-'_‘ -‘.
great deal written about it In the pupers ™ =
Now, as far as I know, they always have
been scarce, and to tho best of my bellef
they always will be scaree. Tralned writars
are now taliing up the work of wriling
photopluys, but even with more of them'! )
doing #0, good gtories will he scarce. GM' d
stories are scarce in magazines, in boolts”™
gnd In plays, so why shoyldn't they be i
motlon pletures, where they must hive mil
the qualities which make them desirable ':l‘
an ptories for type publication and the
special quality for visuallzation.

“It {8 sald that the flood of books and F
play adaptitions will soon be exhausted, and
it ennnot boe exhausted too soon for mey
for 1 think few of them lend themselves &8
the ecrien. When they do, they have '\ N,
stand & Jot of manhandling and tw g
ubout by the scenario editors and directors
“The camara 8 just as merciless to the
Inconaistent story as it 8 to the human
face ; betruyIng it wekkinesses ns quickly,
“I belleve that the most deslrpbls Sore
of play todny s modern and Amer)
whether a swift-moving drama with strong, J
linan eharaoterizations or o comedy des
vold of extravagance, lts incldents grows
ingg out of the folblul of humah Mm’
rather than produced by one of the chaPs
actern =miting another with what ia ”1
manly called a slap-atick, ”’ .
“You will have observed. of course, 13
the sophisticated play flla & large i
on the scréon nowadays, The audience v
suppossd to be, and undoubtediy ls, fomdl
of the evenlng dress, ballrooms, conss -
torles and so on. I like that sort ;
myself, bul don't confine mynse to
Virginia, Eroadway, Newport or Cole
gre good enough for me, If they are
ported by virlle American drama, or traly
eriginal and humorous American con ¥
Photaplay art must be human.™
Mr. Kirkwood s 40 years of sage.
was born February 23, 1874, In O
Rapids, Mich,, which he still claima as
home,

Hue is & membar of the Lamba, the
ers and ths Berean Club,

Oh! So Simple 1

My advice to playwrighta s i
have something to say and say {t: '
Sam Forrest, -
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